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bread which I had brought from the convent. The
house had but one room, with a large bedstead built
in it of small trees in the rough, and the beaten
ground for floor. The bed was given up to me, and
the family lay on the ground with a layer of straw,
which was all that the bedstead had in the way of
bedding. When we left in the morning I was asked
for no compensation, nor did it seem to be expected;
but, as my silver had been expended, I gave the
woman of the house (the husband being at the war)
a gold ten-franc piece. She took it shamefacedly,
turned it over and over, looked at it curiously, and
then asked my guide, " What is this ? " It was the
first time in her life that she had seen a gold coin,
and the guide had to explain to her that it could be
changed into many of the zwanzigers or beshliks
which were the only coins she knew. And with all
this poverty they seemed most happy when they
could extend their poor hospitality to a stranger,
and always reluctant to receive any compensation,
though the Prince was obliged to furnish to the
general population about half the breadstuffs they
used in the year.

Seven senators were always on duty near the
Prince; they received about $250 a year each when
on duty, at other times nothing. The entire civil
list of the Prince amounted to about $250,000 a
year, from which all the expenses of the government,
civil, military, and diplomatic, had to be paid. But
for the subsidies of Eussia and Austria-Hungary
the entire people must have migrated long ago, and